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Interview with Designer Rafael Simoes Miranda

I was very fortunate and glad to do an interview with Rafael Simoes Miranda, a very talented designer 
currently living in Italy.

Designer Rafael Simoes Miranda

He is the creator of the DOCA coffee table and many other fantastic products including many pieces 
of furniture.

About Me  
Hi, my name is Xu Zhenyao. On the web, I 
am better known as axileon. I live in 
Singapore. My passion is in coffee, design, 
automobile and gadgets. Please check out my 
blog and subscribe to the RSS feed. 
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Doca Coffee Table

The following is the interview I had with him over email. 
 
1) Can you give me a brief introduction of yourself, when did u started out/how long are you in 
the business) and what do you do actually? 
 
I’m a Brazilian designer how moved to Milan in 2000. I’m a member of ADi (Associazione per il Disegno 
Industriale) and has won some of the most prestigious design awards amongst which the Red Dot. I 
worked for three years at Hitachi designing consumer electronics design, and I have been working 
with Giorgio Galli Design Lab designing watches and jewels, I also work in the field of furniture and 
interior design.

2) Well, I understand that you have received a number of awards. Can you share with us what are 
they? and how did you feel received those awards?

I have some awards in my portfolio like Red Dot Design Award, the most important award I have, I 
was awarded with a project for a new concept of truck for the European market. Another important 
award is the Targa Bonneto, I designed a electronic credit card which have all the functions of a 
normal credit card, plus real time information about your account and much more. But some of my 
favorite pieces was not awarded with any of this but presented at Salone Satellite and Stockholm 
Furniture Fair, such as Doca, and Firenze table. 
 
3) As a designer, which piece of furniture do you think is the most important in your home right 
now? Which piece is your favourite?

One of my favourite pieces in my house are probably my bed, a very simple low bed, I’m always out 
of my house working, meeting clients or just going out with my friends, so the only thing I use in my 
home, besides my working table, is for sure is my bed. 
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4) You see, my blog offers advice for people looking for coffee tales. Do you have any advices or 
tips to share with people looking for one? 

It’s really hard to find some you really like to put in the middle of your house, so look for it with 
patient, once you got one even if you don’t like it that much, even if it’s just temporary, you 
probably get used to it and don’t change it anymore, so try hard to find something really grateful that 
you will enjoy for long time.

5) I saw in your blog, you do a whole lot of design stuff( you design furniture, transportation, 
industrial design) Actually, which one is your favourite? and why? 
 
I don’t really have a thing I like the most, I like them equally, for me the important is to design, 
doesn’t matter if today I’m doing the interior design of a big loft and tomorrow designing a spoon, 
the important is to create.

Doca Coffee Table - Multiple Stack

6) I saw your Doca coffee table. I think its really special, being totally 100% environmental 
friendly. Why did you decide to come up with such a table? and where did you get the inspiration 
from?

I design it to present at GreenHouse during the Stockholm Furniture fair, since the “house was green” 
for me it had to be ecofriendly, it’s really important today to think about the environment, so I did 
something that is friendly to the environment but not just that, something that everybody can have at 
home, easy to built, resistant, cheap and surely nice.

 jhong ren  

 Zachary  
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This entry was posted on Tuesday, March 25th, 2008 at 12:01 am and is filed under Email Interviews. 
You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or 
trackback from your own site. 

One Response to “Interview with Designer Rafael Simoes Miranda”
1.  

March 25th, 2008  
Aaron Wakling says: 

Good Blog. I will continue reading it in the future. Nice layout too.

Aaron Wakling
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